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From the Ordination of Prięſts, in 5 g the f Book 
of Compuoni! 1 127 


Our Holy Bhoſia out l Sd invite, Ky MM 
And lighten with celeſtial Fire. N 


Thou the anointing Spirit art: ä i 
Who doſt thy ſeven· fold Gifts | impart: , . . a 
Thy bleſſed Unction from abdve, 10 1 Lt by = 
Is Comfort, Life, . and. Fire of Love: „ 
Enable with perpetual Light; 277 * : FELT | 
Phe Dulneſs of our blinded Sight. : 


Anoint and cheer our ſoiled Face, bY 5 | mM 


With the Abundance of thy Grace: Hit to 
Keep far our Foes, give Peace at Home, 5 


Where thou art Guide, no Ill can come 2 Fr 11 . | 15 
Teach us to know the Father, Son, 1 - WB 
And thee, of both—to be but Ove: NU no 


That through the Ages all along, 

This may be our endleſs Song: - (nets 

Praiſe to thy recent e Nr 
Wh Son nd- n + Abe 
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FARNEST ADDRESS. 
10 HIS 
PARISHIONERS, | 
5 of 


4 Minifer Us rhe GOSPEL. 


* Office, bal A Weg damen. it ne- 
M ceſſary, that I ſhou'd uſe, every Means, 
and try every Method to forward and pro- 
mote your eternal Welfare: and the Love, I bear 
to each one amongſt you, as by God's Permiſſion 
and good Pleaſure, your unworthy Teacher, makes 
me no leſs ready to try every Means, than anxiouſly 
deſirous, that they ſhou'd prove ſucceſsful on your 
Behalf. Upon this. Conſideration, you will, I doubt 
not, receive this little Treatiſe in the Spirit, where 
with it is written, the Spirit of Love; and endeavour” 
on your Parts, to anſwer its Deſign, and bleſs the 
well-meant Labdurs of him, who wiſheth vou a 
full COON ont of all thoſe Things which pertain to 
God. Read. it with a ſing * Eye, to be in- 
ſtructed: Not with a curious or ee. Tem- 
per: It wou'd ſpeak to your Heart; and humbly 
implores the divine Spirit to carry its Truths to your 
Conſciences. And now, before you enter upon it, 
if you are really in earneſt, and wiſh to receive any 
Profit — wan to your Knowledge i in heu- 
B 


= ver 


6h 2 
SPTY 


N 1 N y 1 r F — us n = c———_ —= 
* CISTAY 3 =_y 2 r > of W * F » 5 —— PRC. FI v 
idee Fe, Og nES _Y 8 eee RRS „ 1 11 


E 8 
venly Things, pray to that bleſſed Teacher, “ that 
he wou'd give you the hearing Ear, and under/tand- 
ing Heart ; that you may read with Comfort to your 
Souls; be ſtrengthen'd by his Might in the inner 
Man; and-daily be built up more and more in the 
Faith. If you are not inclined to put up a moſt ſeri- 
ous Prayer to him, that he wou'd deign make this 
weakeſt of all his Inſtruments a Means of Grace to 
your Soul, lay it aſide and read no further; it can 


only enhance * Condemnation; it can do your 


Head no Good, if it doth not reach unto your Heart. 

But I am perſuaded, my beloved, you are far more 
ſeriouſly inclined : And are not ſo loſt to all Religion 
and concern for your immortal Souls; as willingly 
and deliberately to plunge into everlaſting Deſtrue- 


tion.-—Anſwer:to God even now, and if you have 


| heitherto delay'd to do it, in Sincerity examine 
_ yourſelf,” What think you concerning your State ?--- 
Why was you created and to what End, ſent into 
this World? — But a little while, and your Place 


ſhall know you no more: But a little while, and 


all your Schemes, and Labours, and Pleaſures, and 
Troubles, and Miferies, ſhall be at an End: your 
Body become a Lump of corrupting Clay, and your 
Soul [Oh alarming Truth] either a fellow ſufferer 


*I would not preſeribe any form of Words, let thoſe, 
who can, {peak from their Hearts; but if any (as not able 
ſo to do) ra her chooſe a few Words. I would recommend 
ſomething of this Sort:“ Oh bleſſed and holy Spirit, 

give us of thy Unction, wh'ch teacheth all Things (1 eb» 
f. 20.) Now teach us. open our Hearts, direct, rule 
and guide us.“ —Or in the Words of our Chutch— © O 
Gcd for as much as without thee, we are not able to 


xx 3D» ALLAH A, oy mig. wm we 


and Hour. 


| worſe hereaiter? I. 


verty 


found the Wiſe, and ibe IAighiy: 


reflect upon this, my dear Fellow Chriſtians, and as 


5 
with Devils, or a ſellow Saint with the Saints and 
Angels of your God !--- This is fixed, ſure; and irre- 
vocable: Daily Obſervation ſhews you. how your 
fellow Creatures lead the way to the Grave, how 
certain Death is, but how very uncertain the Tine 


And have you I no one ſingze Deſire to be prepared © 
for this great Change? Have you never one ſerious - 
Thought concerning it? - What, my Brother, are 
you contented to lead a poor, wretched, miſerable 
Life here, and to be condemned to one that is far 
ſpeak to you, that are Poor and 
in a Mean Condition; who are yet for that Reaſon | 
not leſs beloved and eſteemed of your deat and dying 
Maſter --- He was himſelf a poor Man, he had not 
where to lay his Head; he choſe the poor for his Diſ- 
ciples, and Followers; he preached: the Gofpel to the 
Poor; nay; and founded his Religion on that Poverty 
Spirit (Aatt. v. 3.) to Which worldly Po- 
more eſpecially conduces: He choſe the fookhh, 
weak, baſe and deſpiſed Things of the World to con- 
And becauſe you 
are Poor, he ig nearer to your wants and Petitions, 
his Ears are ever open to your. Cries: And 
have you no Love for ſuch a Maſter? No Inclination 
to be malle rich by his ineſtimable Bounty? 

Alas! alas! * — a miſerable State is-yours?—All 
the Frowns and Sorrows: of this World fall to your 
heavy Lot, Poverty, Diſtreſs, and Sufferings, — And 
yet you will nor take care to have your good Things 
in the next: For your bad Things here, will 
be no Reafon for better hereafter, unleſs you 
do your Parts towards the procuring them. Oh 


God hath ſeen proper to Place you in a low Eſtate, 

draw near to him, and his heavenly Comforts ſhal! 

abound the more, as | earthly ones are wanting to 

your, meg te not, I am ſo poor and unlearne, 
| B 2 God 
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God Almighty will expect little from me; I am ſo 
„ ill. dreſſed and baſely clad, I cannot go to his 


Church; I am ſo mean and worthleſs, he will not 
© condeſcend to look upon me "Theſe are very 
lame and falſe Excuſes: The poorer you are the bet- 
ter for God: Vet you are his Creature; and he is 
Lord of. all the World, and will give you, if you 


aſk it, eternal Riches, Gold tried in the Fire to make 


you rich, Rev. iii. 18. The leſs Wiſdom you have, 
the better: be as a little Child, ſubmit to the Wiſ- 
dom of your Maſter, be taught of him, and you will 
be wiſer than all the great and learned upon Earth: 
Wait in Humility for the Teaching of his eternal Spi- 
rit, and you will ſoon know all Things neceſſary to Life 


eternal. And whatis your outward Dreſs? God aſks 


for the inward aderning of the: Heart, he looks not 
upon our outward Bravery and Attire :-+ No, no; a 
Man in Rags, but cloathed with his Graces and 


— 
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It is greatly to be wiſhed that Dreſſing 10 wwor/bip 
God was leſs univerſally practiſed : Let their own Hearts 
ſpeak for them, who do ſo, whether they really come 
to Church with a pure Intention to ſerve God, in Spi- 
rit and Truth, or to /et up an, Idol, and to diſplay them- 
ſelves: I wou'd-to God they wou'd 2 conſider 
theſe Words of St. Peter, too remarkably applicable to 
the preſent Times: Whoſe adorning let it not be the 
* outward adorning of plaiting the Hair, and of wearing 


* of Gold, or of putting on of Apparel: But let it be 


* the hidden Man of the Heart, in that which is not 
% corraptible, even the Ornament of a meck. and qui et 
4 Fpirit, which is in the Sight of God of great Price, 
c. 1 Pet. iii. 4, c. I would recommend alſo the third 
Chapter of 7aiah, Ver. 16. to the careleſs Daughters: 
And as to all, ſo to married Women, eſpecially a care- 


ful avoiding all ridiculous Faſhions, ſuch as turning up of 


Hats before and behind, bare Breaſts, ſhort Petticoats, Qc. 


Se. — which are very unlike thoſe Things wherewith 
the Holy Women of old adorned” themſekves, aubo trufied in 


God, and were in Suljection to their own Hua 


"Righteouſneſs 
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ot draw near, and to accept that Gift by Faith, wack 

A jane freely every contrite Sinne. 

id But waving theſe Things, let us ſtick cloſe to the 

Point wherein we are all agreed, and wherein Rich 

% and Poor are alike concerned 5 (for alllye down in the 

ts W Grave together) Die we muſt, and after Death 

ne I b- judged: For God hath appointed a Day, in the 

P1- I which he will judge the World in Righteouſneſs, by 

ler that Man, feven Chriſt Jeſus,] whom he hath or- 

to dained: Whereof he hath given Aſſurance uhto all 

he Men, in that he hath raiſed him from the Dead. 2 
ng Acts xvii. 32. 7 
be | And do you really believe this? You cannot help = 
not believing it. We ſee it, know it without ;: and feel 
et its Power conſtantly within, working upon our |} 
Minds and Confciences. | You: do then really be- | 
gd lieve you muſt die; and after Death be happy or ili 
* miſerable to all Eternity. —— But, oh ſtrange and | 

> of || marvellous: Belief, ' you never earneftly ſeek after B 
Se. this Bleſſing; you believe, and confeſs it with your | 
vith | Mouth, but deny it in your Life and Practice, 
in For what avails your Belief of theſe Things As | 
4 5 How will that profit your Souls ? == How can that = | 
neſs 4 


Righteouſneſs, is far i to the richeſt Noble, 
cloathed in Purple, Gold, and fine Linnen : Read 


the Story of Dives and Lazarus and you will ſoon be 


fatisfied-in'that Point: Lute xvii 19. The. means 
er and more worthleſs you are, in your own Sight, 
the more need Have you of ſomething to make you 
ACC to Cod; and for this very Reaſon it was, 
becauſe you and all Mankind are and were worthleſs, 
wretched deſpicable Sinners, that your beloved Sa- 
viour died on the | Croſs, to purchaſe your Re- 
demption by his own Blood, and to give you Aerit 


and \Righteouſneſs in the Sight of his Father: ſo that 
you are far advanced 


if you ſee and confefs this, 
towards the Kingdom of God, and have only to 


encuſe you: Nuy ur- wow muſt not that condems if 
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66) 
you at the great Day? — Think what a forrowful 
Appearance you will then make, when the great 
and terrible Judge ſhall put ſuch àa Queſtion as this 
to you. If you knew you was to die, and after 
Death to be en why did you not endeavour 
to prepare yourſelf for a e Reception, by the 
Knowledge of my Truth ??*— You muſt be ſtruck 
dumb with Terror and Aſtoniſnment; and who can 
expreſs your Agonies, when your dear and beloved 
Maſter is compelled to pronounce the dreadful Sen- 
tence, Depart, ye curſed; into everlaſting Fire, pre- 
_ pared for the Devil and his Angels, Matt. xxv. 41. 
That Day muſt come, that Sentence aſſuredly be 


paſſed, unleſs we ſeek after God in the Way which 


be hath appointed; and whether poor or rich, we 
of this Nation can admit of no Excuſe, particularly 
bleſt as toe are, with his Goſpel, and the, Know- 
jedge of Salvation. If we can read, we have his 
bleſſed Word to direct us; if we can hear, we 
4 have his Preachers every Sabbath-Day, at the leaſt, 
—_— io infru&t us. It is our own Faults, if we omit 
_ either to read that Book, or to hear thoſe, Preachers; 
we muſt anſwer for chat, and it will be difficult for 
any Man to ſatisfy his Conſcience for this Neglect, 
but much more cult to reply unto the God of 
Judgment. N 

| You are convinced then, I would hes of theſe 
Things; (ſettle them well in your Mind :). and as 
convinced, really deſirous to make this Judge your 
_ Friend, and to inherit the Kingdom 45 Heaven. 
_ Oh happy Deſire, encourage and inflame it all you 
4 can; and attend diligently, while I point out to you 
3 the richt and only true Way unto Four, Maſter 8 
i Love and everlaſting Joy. 

_ He himſelf hath declaredio+-d « am the- Way, and 
_ * Truth, and the Lie; no man cometh unta the Ha- 
1 ther, but: by me, John xiv. 6. And St. Peter aſ- 
fures: us, that chere is no Salvation. in oy: other than 
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CEN as 
Jeſus Chriſt «Neither 55 there! Saluatian in any other 3 
For there is none othen Name: unden Heaven given 
amatig Aden; ubereby: wwe muſt be ſaved, See Acts iv. 12. 
Obſerve then, K hatever you) expect, it muſt abſo⸗ 
Jutely and wholly proceed from this Almighty and 
All- ſufficient Saviour; reflect a little upon this Scrip- 
ture, and implore his Limes: to - bring it mo to 
your Heart. 

It is ſaid in 1 Part 5 the Aa. Ki 3 435 — 
that! It. is he: (Jeſus: Chriſt) which was ordained 
of God, to be the Judge of Quick and Dead: To 
him give all the Prophets Witness, that through his 
Name, whoſoever believeth in his Name, ; ſhall re- 
ceive Remiſſion of Sins. Agreeable to which, St. 
Paul ſaith, This it a true Saying, and worthy of 
all-Men ito: be received; That: Chrift Jeſus came into 
the Morld to ſave Sinners, 1 Tim. i. 15. And, I 
thou ſhalt confeſs. with thy Mouth the Lord Jeſus; 
and ſhalt believe in thine" Heart, that God hath 
raiſed him from the Dead, * thau ſhalt be ſaved, Rom. 
x. 9. The ſame St. Paul alſo informs us, that by 
Grace we are faved. through Faith, and that not of 
our ſelves.;-..it is the ' Gift of God, not of Horks, 
leſt any Man ſhould boaſt, Eph. ii. 8. Which great 
and fundamental Truth is confirmed by the beſt 
Authority poſſible, the Word of our Maſter him- 
ſelf, recorded by his bleſſed Spirit. He 
tells us, God "ſo loved the World, that he gave bis 
only. "begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him, 
ſhould not periſb, but have everlaſti ng Life, John 
jii. 16. which the ſame St. John in his divine Epi- 
ſiles, again / repeats ; for our Comfort and Edifica» 
tion. In this was manifeſted the Love of God 
towards us, becauſe that God ſent his only begotten 
Son into the World, that we might live through bim. 
Herein is Love, not that we loved God, but that he 
leved us, and ſent his Son to be the Proptiation for 
our Suu, 1 Te We % . 
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So chat you ſee (for it is needleſs: to multiplh 
Scriptures upon ſo plain a Point) that there is no 
Way to the Father, to Heaven, and eternal Bliſs, 
but by this Saviour, this Jeſus, who came into the 
Morld to ſave his People from their Sins, Matt. i. 21. 
that, Faith or Belizf in him is the ſole Terms of our 
Acceptance: with God; and that this Faith and Sal- 
vation is alſo his free Grace and Gift. Have you 
then this Faith? For you cannot but ſee the Nece/ 
ty of it. Do you indeed confeſs the Lord Jeſus 
with your Mouth, and believe on bim in your 
Heart, ar the only Mediator bettueen God and Man, 
and his the only Name under Heaven, whereby 
you can be ſaved? (1 Tim. ii. 5, 6.) Plain it is, 
that if ſuch be not the Caſe, you muſt certainly and 
eternally. periſh. For when cloathed with Power 
after his Reſurrection, he ſealed all his former 
Words, with this abſolute Decree: He that be. 
lieuetꝭ and is baptized, ſball hè ſaved; but he that be- 
lieveth nor, ſhall be damned, Mark xvi. 16. 
Ves, perhaps, you will reply, I do believe, and 
I have been baptized; but firſt, let me aſk, has 
your Baptiſn wrought in you that new Birth, which 
is its only Advantage? Have you in ſincere Repen- 
tunce and true Faith taken upon you the Covenant, 
the Vow and Promiſes made for you by your Sure- 
ties in Baptiſm? And do you renounce the Devil 
and all his Works, the Pomps and Vanities of this 
wicked World, and all the ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh ? 
Do you believe God's holy Word, and obedi- 


ently keep his Commandments ? If ſuch be not the 


Caſe, your Baptiſm will very little profit you; for 
the outward Sign without the inward Grace is no- 
thing, the waſhing with Water unaccompanied by 
the Death anto Sin, and the new Life unto Rigbte- 
in ſneſ:; nor will the Laver of Regeneration avail, 
without the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, Titus iii. 5. 


All this is ſtrange and new to you; you have ne- 


6 


ver done, no, nor ever thought of thus renewing 
your Covenant, and taking the Promiſe upon your- 
ſelf, and yet you ſay, that you believe in Chriſty 
that you do indeed belieue all which the Scriptures 
ſay concerning him. — Nou have no Doubt of it 
no more than of any Facts recorded in the Hiſtory 
of your 'own Nation. This Faith is ſomething 
gained; it is an happy Beginning, and may produce 
Fruits; but if you reſt in it, your Belief will be of 
very little Conſequence,” and ſtand your Soulf but in 
poor Stead. You. can ſay; your Cread (though it 
is to be feared, I ſpeak now to many who are not 
able to do even that, which yet I truſt, they will 
by make haſte to learn and underſtand) You! can repeat 
is, ¶ your Creed, and this you call your Belief or Faith, 
nd Mas a Ch: Hian. : But hath. this Belief ever done its 
er Work upen your. Heart? Hath it purified your 
er Heart? AA, xv. 9. Do you live by this Faith, 
be. Nas the active Principle, working at the Root of all 
be- pon day: fixing you in Love and Obedience, 2 Core - 
| And doth it as naturally and neceſſarily pro- 
nd 4225 in your Soul all its Fruits and Effects, as the 
nas Breath in your Body performs all its Offices and Ope- 
ich Nrations? For the Apoſtle uſes this Compariſon, and. 
en- ſure Note of living Faith. i the Body without 
the Spirit is dead, . Faith without Works it dad 
alſe, James ii, 26. 15 your Faith then thus alive, 
thus active, r and productive of its 
genvine | Tmin es You believe: hat! Guis Je- 
h ? 6 f 1 ſus 
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the] This DiſtinQionis made by our a e We 
for Neellent Homilies — . There is one Faith 
ey which in Scripture is called a dead Bag 11 
bringeth forth no good Works, but is idle, barre. and 
anfruitful. And this Faith, by the holy Apoftle St. 
James, is compared to the Faith of Devils, which be. 
lieve God to be true and juſt, and tremble for F dear; 14 
Tp — well, but all Evil, Fe, 
: 965 FS $ Aw 5 20 Nn 10. As 
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| ſus came into the World to ſave Sinners? But then 
do you know that you are a Sinner yourſelf, and that 
he came for you in particular, and that there is Sal. 
vation for you in no other? — You know that he 
died on the Croſs as a Sacrifice for Sin, and a Ran- 
ſom for many. But then do you, as believing this, 
die to Sin yourſelf, and crucify it daily, not ſuffering 


ms to ee in * _— er 3 bleeding 
1 7 | Maſter 
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Another Faith Are is in ar bene Ghich is not (at 
me foreſaid Faith) idle, unfruitful, and dead; but work. 
eth by Charity (as St. Paul Jeclamaths Gal. v.) which as 
the other -vain Faith is called a dead Faith, fo may this 
be called a quick or lively Faith. And this is not only 
the common Belief of the Articles of our Faith, but it 
Is alſo a true Truſt and Confidence of the Mercy of * 
through our Lord Jeſus Chrift, and a ſtedfaſt H 
all good Things to be received at God's Hand; 4 
that although 8 ga Infirmity, or Temptation of 
dur ghofily Enemies do fall from him by Sin, yet if we 
return again unto him by true Repentance, that he will 
forgive and forget our Offences, for his Son's Salce, out 
Saviour eſus 6 iſt, and. will make us Inheritors with 
Tim of s everlaſting Kingdom. ; and that in the men 


ime, n chat Kingdom” come, he. will be our 

or and Defender in all Perils and Dangers, What. 
ever de chance. And chat though ſometime / he "doth 
ſend us ſharp Adverſity, yet that &vermore he will be 2 
loving Father unto us, correcting us for our Sin, but not 
withdrawing his Merey finally; from us, if we truſt in 
him, and commit ourſelves wholly unto him, hang 
only upon him, and call. upon him; ready to obey and 
Gy bim. This. is the true, lively, and -unfeigned 


riſtian F aich, and i is not in the Mouth. and outward 
rofeſſion only, but it Bvetb, and  irreth inward- 
in the Heart. And this Faith is not without Hop e and 
'ruſt in God, nor without the Love of God, and. 7 our 
e nor without the Fear of God, nor without 
Defire. to hear God's Word; and to follow the ſame, in 
eſchewing Evil, and e ler gladly all. good Works. - — 
dee the Homily on Faith, art the 1ſt. 
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Maſter to the Croſs ? You believe that he roſe again 
from the Dead; but do you; from the Death of Sin, 
riſe again unto the Life of Righteouſneſs? -— Yow 
n him to have aſeended into Heaven, but do 

« you in Heart and Mind thither aſcend, and with him 
continually dwell, as your Heart's only Hope, De- 
ſire, and Treaſure ? for moſt aſſuredly, ꝛbhere the 
Treaſure is, there will the Heart be alſo, Matt. vi. 21. 
You believe that he ſhall come to be the Judge of 
Quick and Dead; but do you by a firm Reliance on 
his Merits, and a full Truſt, only to be agcepted in 
and through him, adore the Greatneſs of his Mercy 

and Power, the infinite Worth of his Perſon and 
Righteouſneſs; and the mere Nothingneſs, Inſig- 
nifcancy and Sinfulneſs of yourſelf, and all your Do- 
ings; and therefore expect to be found in him, not fa- 
cing your own Righteouſneſs, which 1s of the Law, 
but that-which is through the Faith of Chriſt, the Righ- 
teouſneſs which is of Gad by Faith? See St. Paul to 
the Philippians, iii. 9, &c. Alas, alas, if your 
Faith dotn not produce theſe Fruits, you have very 
little to expect from the Saviour of the World. 

Faith cannot be ſincere or profitable, unleſs it hath 
Repentance and Sorrow for Sin going before it; Obe- 
dience and Holineſs of Life following after it. For 
were you not a Sinner, there would have been no Need 
of an Atonement, a ſacrificed; a bleeding Redeemer; 


but as you are a Sinner, you muſt either die yourſelf, 


or ſome Ranſom be paid to preſerve you from the 


due Puniſhment and Death eternal, ſince uten 


bedding of Blood there is no Rem, e Heb: ix. 22. 


God the Father not willing that an) ſhould periſh, 

4 but that all ſhould have everlaſting Life, out of his 
Junbounded Love to the World, ſent his only begot - 
Jen and moſt dearly beloved 80 into it, to become a 


Sacrifice and Propitiation for the Sins thereof. (See 
Pag. 7.) The Son out of his unbounded Love to 
us e n Accord, 9 took this great Work _ 


4 — p 3 2 * 
9 oe I 1 * TA 1 - = = a Oe PF. LI 
x 437 _ 0 7 * 1 RY N ea ata. = = ps 
_ j = 
A — — —— 
_ hs _ - 
— 2 22 — n — — — . : 
I . _ —_— — % OT IT * ** 2 e 
a. 


' fierce; Anger? Lam. i. 12; Oh turn your Eyes, be- 
bold him ſtretched, every Nerye ſtrained and ſwell. 


Vein ready to guſh out with Blood; — behold him 


E but ſtop, my Soul — the Contemplation is too 


the leaſt Return 


him, and not love and ſerve him, poor is your Faith, 
and worthleſs your Belief. If you believe that he f 
- ſuffered all this for you, and that Belief doth not Fir 
work in your Heart, for his dear dying Sake, an Ha- Jon 
tred, an utter Hatred of every Sin, an Abhorrence ſai 


(12) 


bim, and Cad the Ranſom! due to Almighty Juſtice; 
our Sins nailed him to the Croſs, and he died, not 
only to ſave us from the Guilt, but alſo the Power 


of them. Oh turn your Eyes, dearly beloved, turn 


your Eyes to your ſuffering Maſter ! Hear him from 


yon Croſs calling out to you in the moſt tender and 
pathitic Manner — < Is it nothing to you, all ye 
that paſs by? Behold and ſee if there be any Sorrow ill 
like unto my Sorrow, which is done unto me,'where- Il * 
with the Lord hath afflicted me in the Day of his 


ing, — every Sine w at the utmoſt Extenſion, — every 


hanging on the accurſed Tree! See how the Thorns 
have cruelly gored his moſt precious Temples, — ſee 
how the Blood [mingled with Sweat, trickles down 
his Cheeks, worn out and pale with Sorrow; — fee 
how: the vaſt and ſharp-pointed Nails have terribly 
made their. Way through the craſhing. Bones and 
quivering Arterjes of his dear Hands and Feet: — See 
how his Body writhes with bitter Agony : — Hark how 
his Heart groans with intolerable Anguiſn — behold 


affecting All, all for me, my Saviour, my Maſter, 
and my. God; and how ſhall I, poor ſinful Duſt and 
7 — how ſhall I ever be Fagable of making thee 


Oh, my Friend, look a While, reflect, meditate 
upon this God of Love, whoſe Sufferings are far too 
great for me to expreſs, or you, to comprehend — Eir 
look up to him — and if you carl profeſs a Faith in 


and deen N Arte 7 yourſelf for it, and a full 
rte 9 Purpoſe 
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Purpoſe: wholly to forſake it, wi; to lead a new 
Life, following all his bleſſed Commandments,— be 
aſſured oui are yet not in the right Way, but far, very 
far from it j be aſſured che Spirit of God hath not 
Vet done his Work in you; and that you yet have not 
chat Faith, which alone can H,,; which Know- 
„ ledge ſhould incline you to ſeek the more W 
after his Grace and Aſſiſtane. 
Our bleſſed Maſter, as we juſt now heurd; (Page ; 
8. ) declares, that He who believeth not, ſhall be 
danmed.”. And in another Place he very perempto- 
rily affirms, 4 Verily, verily, I fay unto you, except a 
Man be born again, he cannot enter into the Kingdom 
of God,” John iii. 3. It is as impoſſible for a Man to 
ee Nenter into the Kingdom of God, - unleſs he be bern 
vn Negain, and ſo made a Child of Gbd; and an Heir of 
ee his Kingdom, as it is to enter into this World with- 
ly Joaut being born into it; as there is but one Way in- 
nd Ito this World, by being born of a Woman, ſo is 
zee there but qne Way-i into the World to come, by be- 
ow ing born of God. And if fo, it is highly neceſſary 
old For us to enquire what this New Both: meaneth, 
too {I bats to believe-in; Jeſus, and to be born again, ure 
ter, In Effect the ſame, we naturally conclude from this, 
and Pecauſe they are in the Fexts above, both made tlie 
hee Terms af Salvation; and St. Paul, as if on Pu- 
ole. to ſet us right in this great Rabe, hath ſo ex- 
tate Plained it. Nothing but this New Birth, he de- 
too Flares) can avail us —< For in Chriſt Jeſus neither 
d — Tircumciſion availeth any thing, nor Uneireumci- 
th 1 in Wk but 2 Nero Creature, Gal. vi. 15. That we 
aith, Hay fully underſtand this — he ſaith in another Place 
t he thit Epiſtie, Chap. v. 6, In Chriſt Jeſus neither 
not Tircumeiſion availeth any thing, nor Uncircumci- 
Ha- been but Faibʒ which worketh. by Toue. And 
ence eee e *s'; nothing, and Untiircun- 
a ſull Ian ir nothing; but the keeping: of "the Command- 
rpoſe Ms ts of os wi Ri" So chat to be a new 


Creature, 
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Creature, plainly” is, to have that Faith in Chriſt 
Jeſus, vuhich worteth by Love; which, through a 
Senſe of God's Mercies in Chriſt, and Love to him 
therefore, becomes the active vital Principle Of our 
new Life, enabling us to perform an deen pe , der. 
vice, keeping the Command ments of our Cod. 

The Queſtion then is, whether really you: have 
been ſo born again of God, or not? Deceive not 
-yourſelves, my Friends and Brethren, deceive not 
yourſelves in this important Enquiry ; fort yu ſee, 
without this New Birth, this Faith: warking By Love, 

ou can have no Hope of Heaven, no Aſſurance of 
ptr wag Glory; but on the Contrary are certain toffff | 
periſh everlaſtingly. Have vou then been thus born 
- again of God? Have you ever experienced that 
Change, that real internal Converſtion of Life and 
: Principle, which a New Birth naturally and neceſ t 
vrily ſuppoſes? Has your Life ever become New 
1 Things being paſſid atoay f 2 Cori v. 17. For i t 
Mu are in Chriſt, the Apoſtle ne "ow muſt bf h. 
New Creature. ct th 

But if you find it not ſo * to Bai an of 
bend examine, aſk in Sincerity . Have you eveſ de 
known Repentance or heart- felt Sorrow for Sin if 
- Has that Repentance ever wrought: Faith in you, de 
full Senſe. of your natural Sinfulneſs, and Incapacitſi in 
to help yourſelf, but a ſure Fruſt and Confidene De 
of the Mercy of God, through our Lord Jeſuſ me 

Chriſt;“ (See die Note, p. 10.) and an abſolute Reli 
ance upon him, as the Lamb of cu, that taketh aud 
. -#he Sins of the whole World? John 1:29. And Ho yoijou 
as thus truſting, hoping, and believing: in this greſſwe⸗ 
and only Saviour, do you. love him -with all yafthe 

Heart, and ſo obey him with all your Strength? Fcan: 
if ye love me, keep my Commandments, is his own. Vier. 
mand; and he aſſures us, that we are hrs ne e 
upon Condition, that we do whatſoever he:commanitFſhe. 
us, See Jahn xi xv. 15, And xv. 125 130 14. bo blec 
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Vou cannot Miſtake in this * It is inte 

| poſſible: Repeat therefore theſe queſtions again and 
ag gain to your Heart; paſs them not haſtily over, and 
bead on careleſsly.— turn back, read again, ſearch, 
weigh, conſider, examine: Be not in haſte, for it 
requireth much Deliberation for remember, dearly 
e Beloved, your Soul, your All, your eternal All is at 
ot Stake: your Maſter, your dying Maſter, calleth you to 
anſwer, the bleſſed Spirit ſtirreth you up, and inciteth 
you to reply; the holy Angels are in anxious concern 
for you Eternity depends upon your Reſolution- - 
Oh then be wiſe and reſolve, be wiſe and reply to the 
great God of Truth, who fearcheth your Heart, and 
from whom no fecret Thought lyeth hid. | 
And are you not moved by. theſe great Things? 
Yes, I truſt, you are truly and deeply affected with 
them : and ſearching y our Heart, are convinced, and 
with Sighs and Tears confeſs it unto the Lord; - 
that you have not yet experienc'd the Sweetneſs of 
his Mercy, not yet known, that bleſſed Work of 
the Nero Birth upon your Heart, nor the Comforts 
of that Peace dwelling in it which paſſeth ali Un- 
derftanding? — And if you can once confeſs this, 
in if you can once fee] and know this, and are really 
deſirbus to be born again of God, and to become 
in Chriſt: Jeſis a new Creature, de aſſured, i your 
Defire ſhall be -gratified For God will by no 
means caſt out thoſe, who with an humble and 
I tontrite Spirit, draw nigh unto him. 8 
Zut be well aware, that you do not herein Aeris 
yourſelf, nor expect any Thing from your own 
weak Means or Strength: This Faith-is the Gift; 
yolſthe free Grace and Gift of God; and this New Birth 
2 Fean no more be formed in you, without the Operation 
vn. Daf the bleſſed Spirit, than the Child be formed in 
— Womb, without the natural Means Caſt away 
ben all vain” Dependance upon yourſelf; de hum- 

* even unto the Duſt, in Heart and Spirit; and 
bed G 2” | give: 
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give up all your Soul to the powerful Teaching of 
that Holy Ghoſt, who will make his Abode with 
you, dwelling in you, ever comforting, refreſhing, 
and enlivening you; making you holy, and abound- 
ing in every good Word and Work. MNiibout him 
you can do nothing, but yet you muſt do ſamething 
with him: You muſt conſtantly /eek for him, and 
when found, work with him; never reſiſting his 
gracious Motions, nor quenching his bleſſed Influ- 
ence: Above all Things, you muſt be fervent and 
conſtant in Prayer, if you are really in earneſt; 
and if in earneſt, you will be ſo; as knowing, that 
your Maſter, avhvſe ' Mords ſball neuer paſs: away, 
(Matt. xxiv. 35.) hath ſaid, Aſt, and it ſball be given 
von; ſeet, and ye ſhall find, knock, and it all be opened 
unto you, Matt. vii. 7. And if ye being evil, know how 
to give goed Gifts to your Children, haw much more 
Hall your heavenly Father give the Hely Spirit to them 
that aſt bim? Luke xi. 13. I batſe ver ye fhall aſt 
in. my Name, ſaith our Saviour, that will I do, that 
the Father may be glorified in the Son; i ye ſhall aſe 
any thing in my Name, I will do it, John xiv. 13. 
Relying upon theſe, and the numberleſs other 
Promiſes of the like Sort in Scripture, relying upon 
_ theſe ineſtimable Privileges, procured by your dying 
Lord; (in full Dependance upon them, and in full 
Truſt, that what he hath promiſed, he will alſo] 
perform) you will fall down, and afk theſe good 
Gifts of him, and raiſe up your Heart's Deſire in 


deep Humility and Self. abaſement, but in thorough I 
Confidence of his Power and Readineſs to bear and 
grant. Thus you muſt pray, not with wvainf * 
Words only, but with the Heart; for that alone can] ! 
render your Prayer acceptable. And if your Heart's] * 
Deſire is truly turned to God, if you do really ſee Y 
and know your - own Vanity and abſolute Need off 
him, you will omit no Opportunity to put up your 
Petitions: to him 3 nay, even in the antes 1? & 


2 
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| bodily Labours and daily Employments, you will nor 
fail to fend up a ſhort Ejaculation, and to pour out 


your Soul's earneſt Longinge to the God of your 
Salvation. The Senſe and Recollection, that your 
glorified Maſter ſitteth at the tight Hand of his Pa- 
ther, praying for you, and conftantly making In- 

terceſſion on your Behalf, as it ſhould fill your Soul 

with unſpeakable Comfort, ſo will it give you Bold- 

neſs to dra near with Faith, and mcline you ever to 
join hour imperfect Prayers, in the fulleſt Hope, 
with his all prevailing Interceſſion. 

This is the firſt Means whereby you muſt ſeek. 

for God's Grace; but this, obſerve, has its Founda- 
tion and only Strength in and from the Word of 
God, the ſacred Scriptures. All your Hopes, all 

your Expectations, all your Bleſſings ariſe from and are 

built thereupon ; you cannot pray. truly, unleſs you 

believe in, and rely upon the Promiſes made 

in the Goſpel. Therefore you muſt above all Things 

be careful and conſtant to read this bleſſed Book; 

if you. can, never,' on any Account, paſs a Day 

without reading ſome Portion of it; no Matter for 

how much, only read a little daily, feed, meditate 

upon it, and digeſt it in your Heart. But if you 

are ſo unhappy as not to be able to read, take all 
poſſible Opportunities to hear it read, attend care- | 
fully to it, fix it in your Mind and Memory as 
much as you are able ; and refle& upon it, and every 
Part of it, with a Deſite to receive ſpiritual Nou- 
riſhment and Support. 3 
Certain it is, that if you are deſirous to attain true 
and heavenly Knowledge, and to become a Chriſtian 
indeed, you will none of you omit to worſhip God in 
the great Congregation to attend his Church and Ser- 
vice every Sabbath-Day at the leaſt, or at any other 
Time, when Occaſion and Opportunity will allow. 
Oh my Brethren, it grieves me much, to ſee you 

fo. careleſs in this. great Concern: What, ſhall the: 
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bleſſed and divine Word of God be every Sunday fo 
read and preached unto 72 ſhall God lo call Wy 
{© invite, ſo ſpeak to, and plead with you by his 
niſters, and yet you refuſe to come to his 3 
and to refreſh your Soul with his henyenly 55 
forts ? — 1 am ſorry fo many in this Place: deſert the 
Church, and ſpend the Sabbath in {o, vil and diſor 
© Cerlya Manner ; ;* the Rich making. wg Jay of En- 
tertainment, the Poor of Idleneſs and Del 4 2 
Hath not God, the great and terrih 7555 

manded you to keep his Sabhath H Ok? 

have you no Fear of his Power, no Crude for 

his Love, nor any, diſtant Hopes to enjoy that a 
nal Re/t, of which the. Sabbath is. intended to re- 
mind and inform you? This is the Height of Sin, 
and if continued, muſt be the Deſtruction of our 
Place and Nation; for the Prophanation of che Sab- 
bath is always the ſure orerunner. of natural; Calami- 


ties. Repent of. it, repent, I beſeech vou, 155 you have 
any Regard for your eternal Souls, any Regard even 
for your temporal Well-being ; but above all, i 

you, have any Regard, any Love for your Makler 
bleeding, dying on the Croſs for you — living and 


praying for; you at the 12 1 Hand of his Father, ho- 


nour and reverence his Sabbaths, remember to keep. 
them holy, ſo will he honour bau and your Chil- 

dren and Families Dall witneſs his Bleffings upon 
you; ſpend them not in worldly Employ ments, in 
the Ale-houſe, or in riding about to take your Plea- 
ſure (as you call it;) can you wonder, if your Chil- 


dren and Servangs folly, you BF Sh and ſo grake 
A | 1 ann er e 


2 
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* It were PT to 7 hes q: — Colom pl. _—_— 

ſo late on a Sunday amongſt the Rich was altered. This, 
is made an Excuſe for not coming to Church on an Af- 
ternoon ; but were they to dine at one o Clock, no very 
unſeaſonable Hour, there would be Time ſuicient. A 
ſmall Love af God: and à little Defive to ferve him, 
would be ſufficicnt to eſtabliſh us in this Cuſtom, | 
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emb e bold i Hope of 555 
? JF thus SE 5 her. 5 5 | 
Srl and in the: Ph _ relyi 
pon... Word ang 3 Ks, diy S Authority, you wW 
ſte to oY the laſt. dying .ammand of your 3 
nd Friend, and approach ſoon as poſſihle to his Haly 
hf per ; deſirous to he a Partaker of his bleſſed 3 ; 
ad Blood, to ſtrepgthen a 7727 refreſh your Soul there- 
rich, ce Chat ſo you, may dwell in Chriſt, and Cbriſt 
n . Wy you may be one with Chriſt, and Chriſt, 
ith, you; and that you may plead. his, Sacrifice, 
his full erfect and ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation,, | 
and 8 PET for your own, as well as the Sins of, 
he whole, World,” before the eternal Father. 
ls you * a 185 nd Ahe, Delice to * 2. 
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7 The Reader ia — At 1 A? in We | 
IN - Eye to the excellent Communion Service Of Lei | 
hurch, which I would! recommend to his ſerious Pe-. 
ulal—eſpecially the Exhortation; beginning with:Daar- 
| beloved ing the, Lord, ye, &. to: the, Conſecration. mn. 
Jay i 80d. the whole. 15 alike uſeſul, and applied ſpi-- 
tually t "dur Hearts, will be of. great. ervice ande 
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"new L {which you cannot [have without a true 
af ſincęre Repenitance for Sin 3) and as haying that 
Deſire, 90 you but Apply to 


8e a Ga Bi Chriſt, Int the only Phy. 
"og Ture and ſtrength 500 5 ou 
— not be afraid to come.” 5 1% Lord's Su on: 


and to receive it to your. Comfort; for thus Ghei 


will accept you, and ſo render you more worthy of 
him, giving you his Righteouſneſs and Spirit, and 
enduing you more and more with his Power from 
on high, to love and ferve him. But perſevere with 


all your Might; do all you can, ſo'ſhall vou find all 


done for and in you; nay, and far Have” than you 


could either expect or defire. - 
- © Thefe are the three great Means, hereby (i 


you are refolved and anxious to attain "that Faith in 
Chriſt Jeſus, which alone can juſtify, ſanctify, and 
glorify you) gy (6 you may, and will certainly at- 


tain it; namely, Prayer, the Word, and the Lot: 
Supper. But be aſſured, you can never receive any 


Advantage from theſe, unleſs you reform and amend 
your Life in that which is wrong, unleſs you be- 
come New, and caſt away your 4 Man, with all 


his Affections and Luſts; for it will be utterly i 


vain to ſeek Chriſt and his Spirit, while you retain 
thoſe Things which are his Enemies, and muſt ne- 
ceſſarily drive him from you. Set about the Refor- 
mation of your Life then, pluck out 'the right Eve, 


and cut of the right Hand; and if you are fincerc 


herein, the Spirit will aſſiſt you to perform the great 
Work, and bleſs you indeed, when you ſeek fo 
him in theſe appointed Means, whereof I have bee 

ſpeaking g. If thus endeavouring, and determined ta 
lead a new Life, to. caſt. away all your; former evil 
Tempers, Habits, and. Paſſians, you; apply to Goc 
in the Way which he hath direQted; and find yo 

Soul under any Darkneſs or Doubts; under any 
Apprehenſions or uneaſy Dreads, (for ours is a War 


face, and Satan . n e wi Fenn us 


7 4 RNs . 
2 


* . . Ss do oe £ 


and that more grievouſly at the Beginning, as loth 
to let us eſtape flom his Snare) if you find an 
Tcmptations, Uneaſineſs, Damps or Coldneſs ii Re- 
ligion, apply more earneſtiy to Prayer an the 
Herd. Seek in Private, to recover the Preſence: and 
Fruition of him whom your Soul  defereth; ſeck him 
amidſt his afflicted and ſuffering Members upon 
Earth, and there you will neven fail to find him ; 
ck him in Acts of Charity and Love, and alſo be! 
take yourſelf to good and pious Perſons, to be 
ſtrengthened and refreſhed}. by their Conſolations and 
Experience in fpiritual Things; and if bleſt with: a 
Goſpel Miniſter, fail not to open your Heart freely 
unto him, as one that careth for, Watcheth over; 
and lovech you, that ſo, in the Words of our 
Church, you may receive the Benefit of Abſolu- 
tion, de with ghoſtiy Counſel and Advice, to 
the quieting of — Conſciende, and avoiding all 
Scruple and Doubtfulneſs. Be not backward, I 
exhort you to apply for be well aſſured, every Mi- 
niſter, who is 4 Servant of Chriſt, will rejoice" in 
every Occaſion, to ſerve and profit the meaneſt ol 
tnoſe entruſted to his Charge: 

And now, my good! Neighbours and Fellows 
Chriſtians,” let us ſtand ſtill, and reflect a little. 
I have ſhewn ybu the Nereffity of looking to yours 
{| ſelves, — 2 Neceſſity plain and Parry; grounded 
on your Death and certain Judgment: — I have 
thewn you the one only Way to Salvation and 1 
dine ſi; namely, Faith in Chrif 145 Us, the only 
Name whereby we can be | ſaved. - I have very far | 
ſhewrr you what the true Nature of Faith in wr is 
that it means e a real Converſion of the Heart, 
from che Evil of its Ways, through a Senſe of 
God's Mereies in Chriſt Jeſus, and of our Reconci- 
liation through him; — a full Truſt, and Reliance 
upon him, as the only Saviour of loſt Mankind, 
and as the Lam ef God which taketh -away all 


1 our 
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our Sins; and upon this Senſe and Truſt, an active 
Love to him, a ready, chearful, filial Obedience 
to all his Commands. In ſhort, a becoming in 
Chriſt new. Crentures, new in ExpeRations, new in 
Tempers, new in Affections, new in Deſtres, new 
in Purſuits; and, in ſhort, new in all Things. 
For behold old Things are paſſed away, all Things are 


become New to the Believer, the New Man in 


Chriſt, See Page 14. I have ſhewn you the Means 
10 procure: this Faith; Prayer, the Word, and the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. And as my Deſign 
lead me only to ſhort Hints, I truſt you will, for 
your own Parts, enlarge upon them, by applying 
them to your Conſciences; conſulting God's Words, 
conſidering yd ur Maſter's inexpreſſible Love, the 
whole Hiſtory of his Life, Death, and Paſſion, 
and the ſtrong Exchortations to Faith and Obe- 
dience in the divine Epiſtles of his firſt and choſen 


Servants and Apoſtles. And are you then re- 
ſolved: to follow this: kind Advice, which it hath 
pleaſed God to give you, by my weak Means? Or 
are you contented to throw both Body and Soul 
into Hell? I truſt, that you are of a better 
Mind. Give me Leave then to hope, that you 
will amend your Lives. —— You: have, not hi5 
Faith now, and what is the Reaſon? — Becauſe 
you never properly ſought for it, ſincerely reform- 
ing your Lives, and ſeeking God. Now amend, 
now: ſeek, and you ſhall aſſuredly find; it may ſoon 
be too late. This Night perhaps God may require 
Fun; Soul of you. Do your Part then, with all 
Expedition arid Readineſs, fear to delay it one Mo- 
ment; nothing can juſtify you, if you do delay it; 
far ſince nothing can ſave us but Faith in Chriſt Je- 
ſus, and as Faith in Chriſt Jeſus is not to be had, 
unleſs we deſire it, and ſeek after it, ſurely the Un- 
eertainty of our Death and Time of Departure 
Hence, ſhould arouſe us to build ſurely and * 
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this only Rock of our Salvation, before we e 
hence and be no more ſeen | 

But you will ſay, perhaps, 4 9 a0 
am in great Doubt, whether I bave attained this 
Laith; for I find ſo many Oppoſitions, ſo many 
worldly Tempers and Deſires to combat with, ſo 
many amps, and Clouds, and Deſertions, that 1 
can ſcarcely dare to call myſelf a Chriſtian.— Well, 


but my beloved, do you really dere to be a Chriſ- 


tian p If you dan reply from your Heart, you 
do, and as ſo deſirous, perform your Part; reſt happy 


and ſatisfied, that this Work is of God, who in his 
own good Time will bring it to Perfection. Do 


you allow yourſelf in the Practice of any one known 


Sin 7. If you do, without all Controverſy, the Spi- 


rit of God dwelleth not in you; you are yet in the 
Gall of Bitterneſs. Repent therefore, and caſt it 
away, | pluck” it out, though dear as a right Eye, 


otherwiſe you are not born again; for he that is born 


F God, doth not commit Sin, as St. Fohn aſſures us, 
1 Ep. iii. . — Nay, he is dead to Sin, according to 


St. Paul, Rom. vi. 2. — And if we are not born 


again, we ſhould ever bear in Mind, that we cannot 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; See Page 13. 
But you do not allow yourſelf in the Practice 
of any known Sin, yet ſometimes, through the 
Strength of Temptation, the Heat or Violence of 
your natural Temper, or ſome other Means, fall 
into Sin. — This is indeed a ſad Caſe, and to be 
ſtruggled againſt, with all your Might; but not ts 
be. caſt out as incurable and irrecoverable. If you 
are ſo unhappy as to fall, riſe and renew your Speed 


and Repentance, with double Haſte, and double 


Vigour, like St. Peter, inſtantly go ont and weep 3 
have true Sorrow and Pungency of Heart, and be 
aſſured you are yet not forſaken of your God. For 
a Tear of Repentance cannot fall from your Eye, 


unleſe he turn #18 Hoke ron gen: * Lycke Xxii. LY A 
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+. But Coldneſs, and Damps, and 10% and 
Deſertions frequently oppreſs you. IT rue, and ſo 
They will, till this Tabernacle he diſſolved, and your 
HCuouſe of Clay diveſted of its Inhabitant; *: while 
we carry the Fleſh, we muſt carry its Hindrances 
and Inconveniencies; no Man can be in a» Priſon, 
and yet free; let not theſe therefore, Oh Chriſtian, 
diſcourage thee. Lock at thy dear dying Maſter's 
gloomy horrid Hours of Deſertion and Blackneſs, 
ſee him in the Garden ſweating great Drops of 
Blood; hear him on the Croſs crying out, 14 
Cod, my Gad, why haſt thou furſaken mei If the 
Father, for ſome Time, forſake ſuch à Son, 
marvel not, that he ſhould; alſa' for ſome Time 
forſake thee; but be careful always at ſuch Times 
to follow your bleſſed Saviour's' Example, to apply 
more earneſtly in Prayer, to ſtruggle more importu- 
nately with God. — And whenever worldly: Paſſions 

ariſe in your Heart, the little Heavings and Burn- 
- ings. of inborn Pride, Self-Love, Vanity, Cc. be 
above Meaſure jealous. over yourſelf, with a gadly 
Jealouſy — fly to God with the ſincereſt Supplica- 


tions, whether in publick or private; turn your 


Heart to him, and earneſtly. deſire the Sen e David 


to have mercy upon you, and to deliver you from this 


_ . terrible Legion of in-dwelling Enemies. 


38 For 


* So ſays that divine Writer, Thomas a'Kempis, Book 
T. Chap. xxii. f n e e, // ˙ % EOS 


So long as we carry about us this frail Body, we can- 
not be avrrhout Sin, or live without Trou le. We 
would be gladly freed from all Miſery, but ſeeing by Sin 
- we have loſt our Innocency, we have alſo.loſt true Feli- 
City. — Therefore we muſt have Patience, and wait for 
the Mercy of God, till this our Iniquity paſs away, and 
Mortality be ſwallowed up of Life. See alſo his 


1 zth Chapter of reffiing Temptation: — Prize this little 
_ 4nvaluable Treaſurg.” 5 OY ; 


oy bs . - paring — 
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ſo Fof thile who have really andrfincgrelg, ar 
ur che Love 6f Ohriſt wonſtraining chem, Altered and 
le] amended their Lives, : and repented them truly of 
ll their paſt Miſdvings; Who actuated by that Love, 
mare fervent in their Duty to God, ſerving him with 
n, all their Might, and zealous in their Duty to their“ 
rl Neiptibour;' loving auen as they haue been loved, and 
„ ever mindful ef Rim, vvbdſe Comniandmont it is, that 
of we love 'one another, even ds he en loved us, John. 
1 xv. 12. LI Whoſe: Hearts are ſ 1 av the Things of. 
he a better World, who conftantly-ſcek Chriſt in his; 
n, heavenly Kingdom, and in Heart and Mind there 
ne with him continually dwell; who relying on his 
es infinite Love, are bleſt with theiglorious Foretaſte of 
his divine Favour ; — for. ſuch, the Peace and Con- 
u- ſolation in their o Breaſts; ſealed and witneſſed by 
ns theſe happy f ruits, is the moſt indiſputable Mari of 
n- | their Acceptance wich God, even their Father; of 
be ſl the Truth and Excellence of their Faith, and the 
ly fulleſt Teſtimony to their Sonſhip and Adoption, 
ta- Thus '*< +he Spirit itſelf doth ned, bear. [Witneſs 
ur with their Spirit, that they are 4be:Children. of Gd, 
id Rom. viii. 16. And as being thus his Children and 
nis Heits, Heirs of God, and Joint-heirs with Chriſt, they | 
IJ can lift up their Hearts to their Father in happy peace» | 
or | ful Dependance upon him; and though ever anxious to 
— | approve themſelves in his Sight, are freed from all ſer- 
ok | vile Fear, and baſe Conſtraint in ſerving him; influen- 
Iced by Love, they go on zealouſly in his Service, and 
n- | as knowing that the Teftirnony of their Adoption is 
Ve | twofold, reſt not in one without the other, nor imagine ⁵ 
zin | to themſelves any falſe deceitful Peace from God's 

li- Spirit, unleſs it be accompanied with the Witness of 

or their own. But bleſt with this Peace, bearing Teſti» 
rs | mony to their Conſcience, ever reſigned, ne Await _ 
fe | their Maſter's good Pleaſure; ever chearful, they enjoy 
an his Preſence-and. Promiſes, and ever happy, they go 
| about be. ous. 66 3 the E W 06 F their 
Savic ar. 
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Savi bur Chri It, endeavouring always, more 8 
more, to be made e unte him, and wholly 7e be . 
confermed to his glorious Image, which after. Cod is 
created anew in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, . _ 
' This Happineſs, my dearly beloved Friends and Fel- 
low Chriſtians, is now offered to you all + Behold, it is 
in your Power; whatever is youx State, hi ugh; as. 
rich or poor, it is offered alike to alli uit bout An 5 
without Price. Delay not, I entreat you, but haſte and 
accept of the Bleſſing, that ſo my Labours may net be 
in vain in the Lord; nor your being in this World, £ 
the Ground of eternal Lamentation in the next. 5 
If therefore there be any Conſolation in Chriſt, 
if any Comfort of Love, if any Fellowſhip. of the 
Spirit, if any Bowels and Mercies — fulfil. ye my 
Joy, that ye be like-minded, having the ſelf-ſame 
Love ; being of one Accord, of one Mind — Philip. 
ii. I. kale And that you may be ſo, I, and doubt- 
leſs every ſincere Miniſter of Chriſt will pray with, 
me, in the Words of the bleſſed St. Paul,— (and 
fo ſtir up your Hearts, to pray for yourſelves and 
us —) * Bowing our Knees unto the Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, of whom the whole Family in 
Heaven and Earth is named That he would grant 
you according to the Riches of his Glory, 10 be 
ſtrengthened with Might, by his Spirit in the inner 
Man; that Chriſt may dwell in your Hearts by 
Faith. That ye, being rooted and grounded in Love, 
may be able to comprehend with all Saints the 
Breadth, and Length, and Depth, and Heighth; and 
to Know the Love of Chriſt, which paſſeth Know- 
edge, that ye might be filled with all the Fulneſs of 
God. — Now unto him that is able to do, exceeding 
| abundanitly above all that we aſk. or think, according 
to the Power that worketh in us ; unto him be. Glory 
in the Church, by Chrift Jeſus, thro Nous all Ages, 
World without End. 25 nen. 0 "I — 21. 
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